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JULY  TRIP  TO  RODEO  LAGOON 


More  than  25  members  and  friends  had  a fine  day  of  birding  on  Saturday, 
July  25.  Eight  of  us  hiked  the  2^2  miles  to  the  ocean  from  the  entrance  to  Fort 
Barry  and  Fort  Cronkhite;  the  rest  drove  to  the  beach.  There  was  a brisk  wind 
and  the  sky  was  generally  gray  but  with  patches  of  blue  appearing  later  in  the 
afternoon.  Aimerican  Goldfinches  were  abundant  around  the  willow  thickets, 
and  several  nests  were  spotted.  We  heard  the  call  notes  of  numbers  of  Swainson’s 
Thrushes,  as  well  as  the  chatter  of  Wilson’s  Warblers,  the  songs  of  Wren-tits 
and  White-crowned  Sparrows.  Some  of  the  party  saw  a Great  Horned  Owl 
take  off  toward  the  hills,  and  hundreds  of  Redwinged  Blackbirds  flew  like  a 
cloud  along  the  hill.  We  saw  a doe  with  tw'O  fawns  and  later  two  young  bucks, 
as  well  as  one  skunk.  When  we  reached  the  first  brackish  lagoon,  the  air  was 
filled  with  the  noisy  piping  of  swallows.  On  the  water  were  American  Coots 
with  their  brightly  colored  fledgings  and  Pied-billed  Grebes  in  full  breeding 
plumage  with  their  young  trailing  after  them.  Young  Black-crowned  Night 
Herons  flew  up  from  the  cattail  marshes;  and  , most  startling  of  all,  we  flushed 
a Bullock  s Oriole,  along  with  the  Long-billed  Marsh  Wren  and  Yellowthroats 
that  we  expected.  When  we  reached  the  lagoon  just  inside  the  dunes,  we  found 
many  Western  and  Least  Sandpipers,  a few  Long-billed  Dowitchers  and  Semi- 
palmated  Plovers,  as  well  as  Common  Egrets  and  Great  Blue  Herons  in  graceful 
flight.  It  was  afternoon  by  the  time  we  reached  the  ocean,  where  we  were 
greeted  by  the  ones  who  had  driven.  On  the  beach  they  had  found  several  dead 
pelagic  birds.  They  were  almost  certainly  identified  as  a Pacific  Fulmar,  a Com- 
mon Murre,  and  a Cassin’s  Auklet. 

After  lunch  about  half  the  party  walked  along  the  driftwood-stream 
beach.  Hundreds  of  Heermann’s  Gulls  were  on  the  lagoon,  in  the  air,  on  the 
waves,  and  resting  on  the  high  sheer  rocks  of  Point  Bonita  Lighthouse.  With 
them  were  Brown  Pelicans  and  Brandt’s  Cormorants  in  great  numbers.  The 
usual  rafts  of  Surf  Scoters  were  on  the  ocean.  We  saw  one  immature  male 
Common  Scoter,  which  caused  some  excitement,  and  many  Pigeon  Guillemots 
dashing  back  and  forth  and  skimming  the  waves. 
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Four  of  us  hiked  back  to  our  cars,  taking  the  trail  through  the  farmlands 
along  the  foot  of  the  hills.  We  were  rewarded  by  the  sight  of  about  30  Horned 
Larks,  many  Western  Bluebirds,  and  a handsome  Red-tailed  Hawk  feeding 
its  screaming  young  in  the  air. 

In  all,  71  species  were  identified  besides  the  dead  birds,  the  following  in 
addition  to  those  noted  above;  Mallard  and  Ruddy  Duck;  Turkey  Vulture; 
Marsh  Hawk;  Peregrine  Falcon;  Sparrow  Hawk;  California  Quail;  Killdeer; 
Black  Turnstone;  Western,  Herring,  California,  and  Ring-billed  Gulls;  Caspian 
Tern;  Mourning  Dove;  Anna’s,  Rufous,  and  Allen’s  Hummingbirds;  Red-shafted 
Flicker;  Black  Phoebe;  Western  Flycatcher;  Violet-green,  Rough-winged,  Barn, 
and  Cliff  Swallows;  Scrub  Jay;  Common  Raven;  Common  Crow;  Common 
Bushtit;  House  and  Bewick’s  Wren;  Robin;  Loggerhead  Shrike;  House  Sparrow; 
Brewer’s  Blackbird;  Purple  and  House  Finch;  Pine  Siskin;  Rufous-sided  and 
Brown  Towhee’s  Savannah  Sparrow;  Oregon  Junco;  Song  Sparrow. 

Elizabeth  S.  Lennon,  Leader  and  Historian 

AUGUST  TRIP  TO  BODEGA  BAY  AND  RUSSIAN  RIVER 

On  Sunday,  August  16,  18  members  and  friends  observed  birds  on  Bodega 
Bay,  Goat  Rock,  and  at  the  mouth  of  the  Russian  River  at  Jenner.  To  cotnpensate 
for  the  overcast  day  and  poor  visibility  we  luckily  had  six  telescopes.  With  one 
scope  for  every  three  people,  everyone  learned  the  difference  between  the 
Least  and  Western  Sandpipers,  and  this  alone  made  the  trip  worthwhile.  Accord- 
ing to  our  local  Audubon  Society’s  Daily  Field  Card,  we  have  to  go  on  only 
365  field  trips  to  learn  all  of  the  birds  on  the  card  if  we  learn  just  one  new  bird 
on  each  trip. 

On  this  trip  the  follov>^ing  55  species  were  seen:  Common,  Artie,  and  Red- 

throated  Loon;  Horned  and  Western  Grebe;  Brown  Pelican;  Brandt’s  and  Pelagic 
Cormorant;  Great  Blue  Heron;  Common  and  Snowy  Egret;  Black  Brant;  White- 
winged  and  Surf  Scoter;  Turkey  Vulture;  Red-tailed  Hawk;  Sparrow  Hawk;  Cal- 
ifornia Quail;  American  Coot;  Semipalmated  Plover;  Killdeer;  Willet;  Least 
and  Western  Sandpiper;  Marbled  Godwit;  Sanderling;  Western,  California, 
Ring-billed,  and  Heermann’s  Gull;  Caspian  Tern;  Common  Murre;  Pigeon 
Guillemot;  Rock  and  Mourning  Dove;  Anna’s  and  Allen's  Hummingbird; 
Belted  Kingfisher;  Rough-winged  and  Barn  Swallow;  Steller’s  Jay;  Common 
Raven;  Robin;  Western  Bluebird;  Loggerhead  Shrike;  House  Sparrow;  Western 
Meadowlark;  Redwinged  and  Brewer’s  Blackbird;  Brown-headed  Cowbird; 
House  Finch;  American  and  Lesser  Goldfinch;  Brown  Towhee;  White-crowned 
Sparrow. 

Carlyle  Sather,  Leader  and  Historian 

CONSERVATION 

An  S.O.S.  has  been  broadcast  for  North  American  waterfowl  for  that 
major  breeding  population  which  is  dependent  on  the  prairie  provinces  of  mid- 
Canada  and  parts  of  the  Dakotas  and  Minnesota.  Summer  drought  hit  the  ducks 
a solar  plexus  blow,  leaving  thousands  of  their  breeding-nesting  potholes  and 
ponds  bone  dry.  According  to  impartial,  expert  investigators  from  the  National 
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Wildlife  federation  and  other  reliable  agencies,  much-heralded  late  summer 
lains  did  not  allevdate  this  situation  and  produce  a satisfactory  late  hatch — op- 
timistic statements  from  sportmen’s  circles  notwithstanding.  The  late  hatched 
ducks  are  more  vulnerable  to  early  freezes,  early  huntng  seasons  in  the  North 
and  other  factors.  Botulism,  lead-poisoning  and  other  lethal  conditions  will  take 
heavy  toll  of  the  birds  which  return  early  to  drought-struck  Oregon-California 
region  of  the  Pacific  Flyway. 

Bag  limits  for  this  waterfowl  season  have  been  drastically  reduced  in  both 
Canada  and  the  United  States;  five  daily,  ten  in  possession,  with  special  restric- 
tions pointing  up  the  crltcal  status  of  the  Canvasback,  Red-head  and  Ruddy  on 
a country-wide  basis.  Only  two  birds  of  these  species,  in  the  aggregate,  may  be 
taken  or  possessed.  Audubon  members  and  friends  should  maintain  close  watch 
and  census  counts  on  our  migrant  and  wintering  ducks  this  season,  and  should 
urge  their  sportsmen  friends  to  take  even  fewer  birds  than  the  permitted  limits. 
The  purchase  of  Duck  Stamps  is  extremely  important  to  assure  continuation  of 
the  Fish  and  Wildlife  marsh  refuge  acquisition  program.  Government-subsidized 
"reclamation”  drainage  of  productive  marshland  for  un-needed  croplands  contin- 
ues in  certain  states  and  provinces,  thus  worsening  the  waterfowl  status. 

The  Armed  Forces  continue  to  attempt  huge  land  grabs  of  dedicated  game 
refuge  for  greater  target-test  ranges,  in  spite  of  restrictions  recently  imposed  by 
the  Engle  Bill.  The  Department  of  Agriculture  expends  vast  sums  for  dubious, 
wholesale  spraying  and  poision  broadcasting  for  insects  and  predators.  Hope- 
fully, though,  the  President’s  veto  of  the  omnibus  Public  Works  Bill  may  temp- 
orarily defer  certain  Western  river  damming  projects  which  would  threaten 
entire  fishing  resources.  (NOTE:  Congress  overrode  the  President’s  veto.) 

In  California  we’ve  lost  a battle  in  allowing  our  State  Legislature  to  black- 
list the  Yellow-Billed  Magpie — just  a year  or  so  after  we  got  hawks  and  owls 
removed  from  that  status.  Guess  we  dozed  after  our  victory  in  the  recent  sea 
lion  fracas!  Well,  rumor  has  it  that  if  we  marshall  sufficient  forces  we  might 
help  to  eliminaJte  the  statewide  bounties  on  the  long-maligned  mountain  lion 
and  perhaps  other  predators.  Help  attain  this  worthwhile  goal  by  writing  to 
your  state  legislators.  (NOTE:  The  July  issue  of  The  Gull  has  a complete  list 

of  Senators  and  Assemblymen  to  whom  you  can  write. ) 

There’s  much  more  on  the  Conservation  Front  we  should  present,  but  for 
lack  of  space  we  refer  you  to  the  timely  bulletins  of  the  Sierra  Club,  National 
Audubon  Society,  National  Wildlife  Federation  and  others. 

Paul  F.  Covel,  Conservation  Chairman 

SHEARWATER  MIGRATION 

We  were  pleased  to  see  the  front  page  article  in  the  newspaper  during 
August  describing  the  shearwater  migration.  Ordinarily  the  annual  flight  of 
these  pelagic  birds  does  not  occur  close  enough  to  shore  to  attract  attention.  This 
year  the  birds  were  visible  from  the  San  Francisco  shoreline.  The  large 
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number  of  birds  skimming  over  the  water  aroused  a great  deal  of  interest,  and 
many  non-birders  enjoyed  viewing  this  spectacular  avian  event.  According  to  the 
California  Academy  of  Sciences  the  majority  of  birds  were  believed  to  be  Sooty 
Shearwaters.  However,  Betsy  Cutler  found  a dead  New  Zealand  Shearwater  on 
the  San  Francisco  beach  in  August,  so  there  undoubtedly  were  other  shearw'aters 
represented.  The  New  Zealand  Shearw'ater  was  given  to  the  University  of  Calif- 
ornia Museum  of  Vertebrate  Zoology,  where  it  will  be  displayed  as  a skeleton 
specimen.  The  last  specimen  of  this  species  was  collected  in  1954  by  Howard 
Cogswell,  although  the  birds  have  been  seen  since  then. 

DON'T  BE  ALARMED 

There  is  an  authorized  archery  deer  hunt  in  Alameda  County  to  reduce  the 
excess  deer  herd.  This  season  will  be  open  from  Septeinber  through  January. 
Only  professional  archers  are  permitted  to  take  the  deer  on  private  land  with  the 
owner’s  permission;  NOT  in  public  parks.  Since  predators  are  relatively  scarce 
in  such  a populated  area,  it's  ver)^  important  that  there  is  some  method  of  con- 
troling  the  number  of  deer  this  land  can  support. 

SCREEN  TOUR 

Don’t  forget  the  Audubon  Screen  Tour  on  October  26.  Rocky  Mountain 
Rambles,  by  Emerson  Scott,  at  the  Berkeley  High  School  Little  Theater,  Allston 
Way  and  Grove  Street,  8 p.m. 

NEW  BOOKS  AT  THE  AUDUBON  STORE 

The  Conservation  Resource  Center  at  2426  Bancroft  Way  has  many  new 
publications  for  sale.  There  are  exceptional  books  on  the  birds  of  foreign 
countries  and  the  book  on  Australian  birds  would  be  a good  investment  before 
our  October  meeting.  The  San  Francisco  Bay  Area  Nature  Series  and  several 
new  books  on  the  local  flora  are  also  available.  Of  interest  for  the  younger 
readers  are  the  reprints  of  several  Earnest  Thompson  Seton  stories.  If  the  store 
does  not  have  the  publication  you  would  like  they  will  be  most  happy  to  order  it. 

INFORMATION  NEEDED 

D.  F.  Owen,  Department  of  Zoology,  University  of  Michigan,  Ann  Arbor, 
Michigan,  is  investigating  the  possibility  of  preferential  mating  in  certa;n 
species  of  North  American  birds  with  two  color  phases.  He  would  like  any 
records  of  the  color  phases  of  breeding  pairs  of  the  following  species:  Screech 
Owl  {Otus  asio),  red  and  gray  forms;  Ferruginous  Hawk  (Buteo  regal/s),  dark 
and  light  forms;  western  Red-tailed  Hawk  {Buteo  jannilcensis  calurus'),  dark  and 
light  forms.  For  the  purposes  of  this  incpiiry,  records  of  definitely  mated  pairs 
are  needed,  no  matter  whether  the  members  of  the  pair  are  the  same  or  of  dif- 
ferent coloration.  Further  details  can  be  supplied  to  anyone  interested  in  partic- 
ipating in  this  work. 
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OCTOBER  MEETING  IN  NEW  PLACE 

regular  meeting  ot  the  Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society  will  be 
held  on  Thursday,  October  8 at  7:30  p.ni.  in  San  Francisco.  The  new  meeting 
place  is  the  Josephine  Ranclail  Junior  Museum  on  Roosevelt  Way  at  Masonic. 
By  auto;  drive  out  market  Street  to  l4th.,  which  turns  into  Roosevelt  Way  and 
iollow  this  street  to  Corona  Heights  Playground  where  The  Junior  Museum  is 
located.  By  bus;  take  any  bus  or  street  car  to  Market  and  l4th  Streets  where  the 
:^43  starts  and  get  off  at  the  Corona  Heights  Playground. 

The  program  this  month  will  be  three  "shorts”  on  birds  of  Australia.  Since 
our  President,  Roberta  Long,  is  visiting  that  country  now  it  seemed  only  appro- 
priate that  we  too  should  see  some  of  the  interesting  birds  of  Australia.  The 
colored  films  being  shown  have  been  loaned  by  the  Australian  Information 
Bureau  and  will  be  shown  by  Dr,  Albert  Schweifler.  Come  and  bring  your 
friends.  NOTE:  There  will  be  no  dinner  preceding  the  meeting — ^but  light 
refreshments  wil  be  served  afterward.  Bonnie  Smith,  Program  Chairman 

Editor's  Notes  I would  enjoy  meeting  all  the  members  that  submit  material  to 
The  Gull  at  7:00  p.m.  before  the  above  ptogram  starts-  This  will  give  us  a 
few  minutes  to  discuss  how  articles  should  be  typed  and  submitted  to  The  Gull. 

BENEFIT  BARBECUE 

THE  MARIN  AUDUBON  SOCIETY  will  hold  a BENEFIT  BARBECUE 
for  the  Rose  Verrall  Wildlife  Sanctuary  at  Donald  R.  Dickey  House,  376 
Tiburon  Blvd.,  Mill  Valley,  on  Sunday,  October  18,  1959,  at  1:30  p.m.  This  is 
the  new  sanctuary  on  Richardson  Bay,  visited  by  many  Golden  Gate  members  this 
past  year.  Reservations  close  October  15.  Price,  $3.00.  Send  you  check  to 
the  chairman  of  reservations,  Mrs.  Guy  Milner,  1629  Fifth  Ave.,  San  Rafael,  or 
telephone  GL.  3-3167. 

FIELD  TRIPS  FOR  OCTOBER 

On  Saturday,  October  10,  to  St.  Mary’s  College  and  vicinity.  Meet  at  9 a.m. 
at  the  front  entrance  (drive  in)  to  the  college  one  mile  northwest  of  Moraga- 
This  is  a favorite  spot  for  all  the  local  birding  groups.  The  oak-laurel-madrone 
woods  border  on  open  grass  and  sparse  oaks,  habitat  for  a greit  variety  of  land 
birds.  The  pond  has  probably  produced  more  exciting  species  than  any  other 
area  of  its  size  in  the  bay  area.  Bring  binoculars,  telescope,  lunch  and  interested 
friends.  Leader  Marie  Mans,  TH  8-5186. 

On  Sunday,  Octoiber  2 5,  to  the  Farallon  Islands  on  the  Privateer  II.  De- 
parture wil  be  from  Berkeley  Harbor  at  5:30  a.m.  with  a later  pickup  of  passen- 
gers in  San  Francisco.  Complete  information  as  to  time,  clothing,  etc.,  will  be 
sent  to  those  who  reserve  a .space.  Fee  $8.50  per  person.  This  should  be  sent 
to  the  Field  Trips  Chairman,  Harold  G.  Peterson,  3548  65th.  Avenue,  Oakland 
5,  with  your  name,  address  and  phone  number.  Make  all  checks  papable  to  the 
Golden  Gate  Audubon  Society,  Inc.  Names  will  be  placed  on  the  passenger  list 
in  the  order  received.  Leader,  A.  Laurence  Curl,  LA  6-7004. 

NOTE:  This  is  a change  in  dates  from  the  announcement  appearing  in  the 

April  issue  of  The  Gull. 

Harold  G.  Peterson,  Field  Trigs  Chairman 
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FIELD  TRIP  FOR  NOVEMBER 

On  Saturday  and  Sunday,  November  7-8,  to  Willows  and  Gridley  Refuges. 
Saturday  meet  at  10  a.m.  at  the  Grey  Lodge  State  Waterfowl  Refuge  southwest 
of  Gridley.  After  touring  the  refuge,  drive  west  to  Willows  for  the  night.  To 
reach  the  refuge  from  Gridley,  drive  west  on  Colusa  Road  about  4 miles,  then 
south  on  Pennington  Road  to  sign  on  right  directing  traffic  fo  the  refuge.  It 
can  also  be  reached  from  Route  99E  by  turning  west  at  Live  Oak.  Ask  at  service 
stations  for  directions  and  road  conditions. 

Sunday  morning,  at  9:30,  meet  at  Sacramento  Federal  Waterfowl  Refuge, 
some  7 miles  south  of  Willows  on  Route  99 W.  Those  wishing  to  make  the 
over-night  trip  should  write  for  resen^ations  at  once,  to  one  of  the  hotels  or 
motels  in  or  near  Willows.  Hunting  season  wifl  be  on  so  accomodations  will  be 
limited. 

Leader,  Harry  Adamson,  ATlantic  3-2164 

FIELD  TRIPS  COMMITTEE  MEETING 

Thursday,  October  15,  7:30  to  10  p.m.,  in  library  at  Rotary  Science  Center, 
Lakeside  Park,  Oakland  there  will  be  a meeting  of  the  F'ield  Trips  Committee. 
Purpose  is  to  round  out  the  balance  of  this  year  s field  trips  program  and  make 
recommendations  for  the  I960  schedules.  End  of  the  year  bird  counts  will  also 
be  discussed.  All  interested  parties  are  invited  to  attend. 

Harold  G.  Peterson,  Field  T rips  Chairman 
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